Do you have a family member who is in the vegetative or minimally conscious state (VS/MCS) as the result of a brain injury?
Recently, there have been several case reports of individuals in the vegetative state or minimally conscious state (sometimes referred to as long-term coma) regaining consciousness after receiving the common sleeping medication zolpidem (Ambien). The Moss Rehabilitation Research Institute is conducting a nationwide clinical study, funded by the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research, on zolpidem as a treatment for these disorders of the consciousness (DOCs). This study seeks to test a large  larger samplenumber of patients with DOCs on zolpidem, and clearly document what proportion of patients have a positive clinical response to the medication. An  the proportion of participants who have a clinically significant positive response to the drug. An additional focus of the study is to understand why some individuals with DOCs respond to zolpidem, while others do not. the drug works in some patients but not others
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Your family member may be eligible to participate if he/she:

· is 18 years of age or older

· has been diagnosed as being in the VS/MCS >4 months 

· is medically stable 

Participants will receive all study-related medication, screenings, and testing at no cost. 

If you have a family member who may be eligible for this study and would like to learn more information, please contact Riya Rajan, the study coordinator at 215-663-6456 or participants@einstein.edu 








































